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Welcome Letter 
 
Welcome to our de Anza Trek or Treat event, 
 
Thank you for joining us at our 21th annual De Anza: Trek or Treat event.  This is the 
250th anniversary of Bautista De Anza expedition to settle California.  This is a 5.5-mile 
or a 2.5-mile hike along the Anza Trail from the Presidio in Tubac or from the parade 
grounds in Tumacácori to Rancho Santa Cruz.  Youth can earn the Historic Trails Patch 
by hiking the 5.5-mile trek.  After lunch, all participants, both older youth and Cub level 
youth are invited to compete for the De Anza Trophy as a unit: Halloween themed 
COPES games and rope challenge course. Participants also have the option to visit the 
Presidio at Tubac at a discounted rate, and/or Tumacácori Historic Park.  Please denote 
your preference on the Catalina Council registration page so that organizers can inform 
the parks of the number of visitors to expect.  The younger scouts will enjoy the Junior 
Ranger Program while visiting the mission grounds.  The night ends with a Trunk or 
Treat and a Halloween themed campfire program and a flag retirement ceremony.  
Please bring your scout field uniform (class A) for both opening and closing flag 
ceremonies.  We ask that you read and follow the rules and expectations, as we are 
visitors to the area.   
 
Halloween has significant Catholic roots and can be celebrated by Catholics in a few 
ways:  
 Name: The word "Halloween" comes from the Catholic phrase "All Hallow's Eve," 

which is the night before All Saints' Day.  
 Meaning: Halloween is a time to honor the saints and those who have died, and to 

prepare for All Saints' Day.  
 Traditions: Halloween traditions have evolved from practices such as visiting 

cemeteries and "souling," where people would pray for the dead in exchange for 
food.  

In the spirit of Halloween, we will host the best Halloween themed campsite 
competition along with a costume contest.  Prior to campfire there will be a trunk or 
treat, so leaders and parents, please prepare to decorate your vehicles and give out 
Halloween candy to spread the Halloween Spirit.  Let’s see who wins the best 
decorated vehicle!  

As the youth are going to enjoy candy on their Trek or Treat adventure over the 
weekend, please remind all youth to commit to practicing Leave No Trace: Principal 3: 
Dispose of waste properly.  All candy wrappers that are packed onto the trail and camp 



must be disposed of properly.  Please prior to departure you do a police line to ensure 
your surrounding camp area is free of any trash, and Halloween decorations. . 
 
Meals will include Saturday’s lunch and dinner, and Sunday breakfast (Danishes).  If you 
are planning to camp on Friday evening, please plan to provide your own dinner and 
breakfast on Saturday.   
 
Please keep in mind, the owners of the Ranch live on site.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to communicate with the following: 
 

● William Chenevert, Trek Co-Organizer, bsperrysburg@att.net  
● Joe Reilly, Trek Co-Organizer and, 520-982-0982, fjreilly63@gmail.com 
● Angela Bellus, CCS Committee Chair, 520-271-5860 
● Cindy Reilly, NCCS Region 13 Chair, reillycindy.nccs@gmail.com 
● Iris Sands, Trek Co-Organizer, 520-977-8029, iris.sands.scouting@gmail.com 

 
We hope you will enjoy our event. 
 
Yours in Christ and Scouting, 
Joe Reilly & William Chenevert 
  



Rules 
 

Do not park in the Guest Parking area.  Parking staff will assist all cars arriving on where 
to park. 

Only those who are foregoing camping and renting a room can park in the guest 
parking area and utilize the amenities of the Ranch: pool, ramadas, kitchen and dining 
room, and other guest areas. This is a working ranch, and the workers, and owners live 
on-site; so, we ask participants to be respectful of their privacy.  

All those who are renting a room either at Rancho Santa Cruz or other Bed and 
Breakfast in the area must register for the De Anza event and must check in at the De 
Anza registration table prior to partaking in any De Anza events.  

Vehicles will be directed to the designated parking areas. Trailers will have a separate 
area for parking.   

Stay on the trail.  

Practice the Outdoor Code and Leave No Trace Principles (on the last page).   

No feeding wild animals.   

All sorts of wildlife and domestic cattle use the resources of this wilderness.  A 
mountain lion has been seen in the area.  Please exercise the “buddy method,” little 
kids should always be supervised. 

We are taking the Anza Trail from Tubac Presidio Trailhead (5.5-mile hike) to Rancho 
Santa Cruz or the trailhead at Tumacácori Trailhead (2.5-mile hike) which is at the 
norther border of Tumacácori mission grounds dirt parking lot.  

Camping is restricted to the private property boundaries of Rancho Santa Cruz.  TENT 
STAKES ARE PERMITTED.  No camping in roped off areas.  

Be prepared to walk your gear into your campsite (1/4 mile from parking lot).  

All participants must check in prior to unloading vehicles and setting up camp. 

Cutting vegetation, digging, or any other alterations of the natural and cultural 
resources is not permitted. 



All cooking must be done in the designated kitchen area or in self-contained barbecue 
grills or camp stoves. No open cooking fires are permitted (propane Stadium grills will 
be used). 

There will be no electric generator usage other than one small generator, which will 
operate in the kitchen area daily. 

All items must be cleared up and removed. All trash produced, including food scraps 
and ashes, must be removed. No food, water, or ashes are to be dumped onto the 
ground. 

While visiting the Parks, Scouts will be always supervised around the park resources by 
leaders and parents. There will be no touching of or climbing on the ruins at any time. 
Leaders are responsible for providing direction and guidance to their scouts to ensure 
compliance with permit conditions and requirements.  

Scouts are encouraged to visit the mission ground at Tumacácori Historic Park and 
Tubac Presidio. Scouts will be organized into groups of no more than eight Scouts per 
adult chaperone when visiting the Presidio at Tubac and Tumacácori National Historical 
Park. Park staff will be on site to answer questions and provide interpretation. While on 
the mission grounds, scouts will walk, not run, will remain on the trails, use quiet voices 
- particularly inside the church, museum, and visitor Center – and will not disturb the 
natural or cultural resources. Artifacts must be left where they are found. 

The use of amplified sound/ music during this event is prohibited, except for the Mass 
taking place from 5 to 6 PM. Quiet hours are after 10 PM. 

This event is taking place on 112 acres of private property. It is an operating ranch and 
a Bed and Breakfast.  Please respect the Ranch and guest facilities.  We will not have 
access to the pool or amenities of the ranch’s main facilities.  Those are for paying 
guests only.  Port-a-potties, water buffalo, and wash stations will be available in the 
camp area.  

For the evening campfire, one open fire will be allowed, contained in a metal fire 
container, placed in the center of the area between the front of the stage and the 
surrounding benches. There will be no collection of wood on-site. The fire will be 
doused cold, and ashes removed. 

 
 
 
 



Schedule of Events 

Friday, October 24, 2025, (Early arrival at Fiesta Grounds) 

6:00-9 pm Check In is required upon arrival for all staff and participants at 
Rancho Santa Cruz prior to setting up camp and checking into your 
Bed and Breakfast.  Early registration is at Rancho Santa Cruz 
parking lot, please alert us if you are arriving early. (Good for out-
of-town participants). No Dinner will be provided.  If arriving after 9 
pm, please contact the event host to meet you and take you to the 
campsites.  All participants must then check in on Saturday 
between 6:30-8 am Saturday morning at the registration table prior 
to taking part in any De Anza activities. Unit leaders may check 
their unit in if arriving as a group, but only those who are on site 
will be checked in.  All others will need to check in personally upon 
arrival if arriving separately from their units.    

 

Saturday, October 25, 2025 

6:30-TBD  Check In is required upon arrival for all staff and participants at 
Rancho Santa Cruz prior to setting up camp and/or participating in 
the event.  Units will need to bring their own breakfast and drinks; 
meals will not be provided until lunchtime.  Unit leaders may check 
their unit in if arriving as a group, but only those who are on site 
will be checked in.  All others will need to check in personally upon 
arrival if arriving separately from their units.    

8-8:30 am  Opening Flag Ceremony and Benediction in the parking lot of the 
ranch.  Official welcome and safety orientation by staff.  Bring your 
unit's flag and flag stand.  Be prepared to leave for the hike after 
the ceremony. 

8:30 am   Proceed by vehicle to the Presidio at Tubac Trailhead or the 
Tumacácori Trailhead.  Tubac Trailhead: go North from the Rancho 
Santa Cruz Ranch parking lot using the frontage road to Tubac.  
Take a right turn onto Plaza Road and an immediate right onto 
Tubac road and proceed east 1 mile to Presidio parking.  Trailhead 
is just along the South fence line of the Presidio (follow signs).  
Tumacácori Trailhead: go North from the Rancho Santa Cruz Ranch 



parking lot using the frontage road to Tumacácori. Take a right turn 
into the dirt parking lot for the paraded grounds which is right after 
you pass the Tumacácori Historic parking lot.  Trailhead is just along 
the north fence of the parking lot.  You’ll be greeted there by an 
Anza Trek staffer.    

Start hiking south to Rancho Santa Cruz.  We will have emergency 
water available along the trail.   

11:30 am  Lunch begins as attendees finish their trek.  We do ask all those 
who are hiking to be back on time for lunch.  No Seconds to 12:30 
pm or to all participants and staff are fed whichever comes first. 

1:30 pm  Anza activities commence.  Activities include ropes challenge 
course, challenging puzzles and riddles, leadership games, or visit 
Tubac Presidio and/or Tumacácori National Historical Park. 

4:30 pm  Prepare for Mass.  Mass will be held in the parking area of the 
Ranch. Class A uniforms are required. Please do not utilize any of 
the Ranch’s amenities.  They are for paying guests only.  

5:00 pm   Mass, all are invited: If not attending mass: please prepare a 
Halloween themed. The units who participate will earn points for 
the De Anza Trek Award if not attending Mass 

5:30 – 6:45 
pm   

Dinner: All units or families please prepare a skit that is Halloween 
themed. The units who participate will earn points for the De Anza 
Trek Award. 

7:00-7:45 
pm  

Trunk or Treat: All units or families please prepare a skit that is 
scout themed.  The units who participate will earn points for the De 
Anza Trek Award. 

8:00 pm  Campfire Program and Flag Retirement  

10:30 Lights Out 

 

  



Sunday, October 26, 2025 

7:00 am  Reveille; Continental Breakfast. 

9:00 am  Break Camp and police campsite. Check out begins. 

10:00 -
Noon    

Final site inspection and departure 



Campfire & Flag Retirement Ceremony 
 

Participants shall bring two campfire skits to share.  
 
Wear your field uniform (class A) for the flag retirement ceremony. 

 
Bring a camp chair. 

 
Bring some snacks & drinks. 

 
Pick up trash & dispose of it properly. 

 
Presidio at Tubac and Tumacácori Historic Park Information 

Prices: 

Presidio at Tubac:  1 Burrruel St, Tubac 

14 and over:  $3.50 
Under 14:  $2.00 
 

Tumacácori Historical Park:  1891 E Frontage Rd, Tubac ---- FREE 

Websites:  

https://www.nps.gov/tuma/planyourvisit/anza-trail-tumacacori-to-tubac.htm 

https://www.tubacpresidio.org/ 

https://ranchosantacruz.us/ 

Local Bed and Breakfast Websites 

Rancho Santa Cruz: Rancho Santa Cruz ~ Historic B&B ~ Tubac Lodging 520.955.3718 

Valle Verde Ranch (historicvalleverderanch.com) Ask for Doug / 520-697-6314 

Casa Paloma B & B - Casa Paloma B&B (casapalomabandb.com) / (520) 261-5556 

Tubac Country Inn in Tubac, Arizona - Home  Ask for Reagan / (520) 398-3175.  $20 off 
for locals; she also has casitas in the Tubac area.  



Map to Venue:    
 
 
https://www.alltrails.com/explore/map/driving-map-to-presidio-b6e3232?u=i&sh=ll9cks 
  

Getting to Presidio Trail Head (5.2 mile drive) 

 Proceed by vehicle to the Presidio at 
Tubac Trailhead.   

 Go North from the Rancho Santa Cruz 
Ranch parking lot using the frontage 
road to Tubac.   

 Take a right turn onto Plaza Road 
 Immediate right onto Tubac Rd 
 Proceed east 1 mile to Presidio 

parking.   
 Trailhead is just along the South fence    

          line of the Presidio (follow signs).   
       
You’ll be greeted there by an Anza Trek    
staffer.    

 

 



Map to Venue:    
 

https://www.alltrails.com/explore/map/driving-to-mission-grounds-80c60e6?u=i&sh=ll9cks 

Getting to Tumacácori Trail Head (2.03 mile drive) 

 
 

 
 Proceed by vehicle to the    
    Tumacácori Trailhead.   
 Go North from the Rancho Santa  
    Cruz Ranch parking lot using the      
    frontage road to Tumacácori 
 Take a right turn into the dirt   
     parking lot for the parade   
     grounds after you pass  
     Tumacácori Historic Park parking  
     lot 
 Trailhead is just along the north  
     fence of the parking lot 
      
You’ll be greeted there by an Anza 
Trek staffer.    

 
 

 

 
 



 
HIKES:  
 
5.5-mile / 135 ft elevation:  Presidio Trailhead to Rancho Santa Cruz  
https://www.alltrails.com/explore/map/map-june-10-2024-7e7e69e-3?u=i&sh=ll9cks 
 
2.5-mile / 56 ft elevation:  Tumacácori to Rancho Santa Cruz 
https://www.alltrails.com/explore/map/map-june-10-2024-c8fbbc8?u=i&sh=ll9cks 
Both trials lead right into the camp at Rancho Santa Cruz

.   



For Saturday only 
 

  Please bring your unit flag and flag stand for the opening flag ceremony. 
  Ten Essentials and a few more items: 

 
  Navigation: The trail will be marked.   
  Follow the trail markers. Most water crossings have bridges.  No need for 

playing in the water as that’s not advisable due to contamination in the 
water.   

  Long pants are advisable.  A lot of this trail is overgrown. 
  Close-toed shoes: lots of ants, creepy-crawlies, and prickly vegetation. 
  Headlamp: plus, extra batteries…or flashlight. 
  Sun protection: sunglasses, sun-protective clothes, and sunscreen. 
  First aid: including foot care and insect repellent (as needed). 
  Knife: plus, a gear repair kit 
  Stakes are permitted.   
  Extra food: Beyond the minimum expectation 
  Extra water: Beyond the minimum expectation (2L). 
  Extra clothes: Beyond the minimum expectation 

  Halloween Costumes for Trek or Treat and Campfire 

Overnight camping 
 

  No picnic tables available. No tables will be provided by the event. Units 
must bring their own folding tables if they deem it necessary. 

  Tent, TENT STAKES ARE PERMITTED  
  Sleeping bag 
  Mattress or cot 
  Mess kit for all dining 
  Sleepwear 
  Change of clothes 
  Hygiene 
  Personal first aid kit 

 
 
  



ATTACHMENT 
 
 

 


